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Omori Minori Kindergarten (0Ota-ku, Tokyo]
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FIRFEELDBELZRTY . BLLKT22HLERH Integration of learning and play through the connection of the school building and
EE HEmit. BER BELFAEDNHEL S playgarden equipment

(72 BABEDATZENTEC L SAKETEL At a corner of the city where we feel nature’s T AL FvILI8 ~ Athletic Square
CEOTCEL, L ENEH A LIS 0 breeze with our entire body. o
. An ever-changing forest watches over individual
(L BGEE LT, Lok b bRELRIESL, T XL children’s growth.
EOFFLAWMESIT LI Db ER Interview with Mitsunori Fujisawa (Principal) and
T2 [ Hiroko Fujisawa (Vice-principal)
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Loy . AKEGITI S (R ailoid [ oD a playgarden where children can move their bodies frecly,
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designed atcractive spots such as the Achletic Square, which
features large wooden equipment, Surprise Mountain &
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fAL <, THBORIEHERLn Y| ToE Sunshine Deck, where children enjoy playing with water and

A0 —=7IDERT, W&L DL 72K E 2B sand, Twin Peaks & Ninja Mountain, where children can
R R A X O A AR ZE L e ) E Lo experience new ways of moving their bodies, and Green
ORIEED D L NaATrE 2, FNFROFERATRT - T Square with its beautiful green lawn,

XTVIFET. FLTEORETL, F20ETT-LN “[heir (irst project was Athletic Square, which commemorated

the school's SOth anniversary. Reusing existing cquipment,

they added wooden material and placed a roofl 1o make a

hideout. They also made a suspension bridge via a bird's nest,
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and a mountain climbing slope, which creates a large circuit
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connected to the school building, to encourage rhe children ro
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explore and grow. Other spots have become distinctive as they
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were improved. The common thread in che design is that it

HRREROYLY HERIA HIUFNLLI L - THEIL, £ encourages the children o explore the new, create 4 wide
TRESTLOTRTUIHE AT variety of activiries, and feel the joy of discovery.

READ Y IMEROM L, —45 < CB LR O As the principal said, "1 am also calmed by the verdure of the
Wz, TELEATEEZLEL . B, K playgarden, " there arc many trees such as a large symbolic
125 | FORBE~O A LT, gingko tree, flowers, plants, and fruic in the playgarden. They

show the children and teachers the beauty of the seasonal
changes and create a comforrable environment.

When we enter the gate of Omori Minori Kindergarien, we
are separared from rhe noise of the big city and nestled in an
oasis where children can excercise, develop their sensicivities,

a nd g FOW.
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BonH 7 Bird's Nest
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Remodeling with the incorporation of
wooden elements
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Former Playgarden: Existing iron
playgarden equipment
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Vice-principal Hiroko Fujisawa said, * Children growing in
urban environments have few opportunities to experience
nature, opportunities to develop their strength and agility
through playtime activities.”

At this sand mountain, water flows from the Gacha Pump and
many forms of life can be seen. Children develop physical
agility by negotiating the irregular surface of the ground,
discover new activities such as digging and molding shapes.
This play spot was named “ Surprise Mountain. " It is a place
where children can experience the feeling of surprise and

excitement as they play to their heart's content.
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Sunshine deck is under a large cherry tree. Children gather here to relax surrounded by fences covered with
greenery.
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Frogs lay eggs, and tadpoles emerge in the spring. We see swallowtail worms on Japanese pepper trees, and
Graphium sarpedon and dragonflies on camphor trees in the summer. We see praying mantis and frogs
before hibernation in autumn; and we see the ice that covers the pond in winter. The pond and surrounding
trees nurture many forms of life.
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The great ginkgo and cherry trees are protected by Ota Ward. The great gingko tree, the symbol of the

kindergarten, grows in the middle of Athletic Square and Surprise Mountain. It shows seasonal changes to
the children.
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Former Playgarden: Relocating
the pool to create a space where
the children can play freely
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UniMini ¢ & b2 LB EBIES
Installation of UniMini and soil
tunnel, etc
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We hope the children take the greenery into their senses
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Seasonal greenery greets you in the kindergarten shopping bag.
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The principal said, ‘1 hope the children rake the greenery into
their senses when they enter this gate.” The wealth of nature at
Omori Minori Kindergarten provides the perfect environment

for growth.
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Children riding on go-karts look so happy running the course
filled with trees whose branches stretch out and a wide variety
of flowers and fruit. In the middle of the course, there is a
hammock and arched bridge that the excited children play on.
Ninja mountain also attracts the children. It encourages themn
to climb. Ninja Mountain features a stone wall chat challenges
the children to identify foot- and handholds, and a Ninja hut
on the top where those who have successfully climbed the
stone wall can enter. Experiencing the achievement, children
become mentally and physically more confident, fecl the

changes in nature, and develop their sensitivities,
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This aerial cable is long and crosses the playgarden from one edge to the other. Even the two-year old
children try this thrilling ride.
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The 1st phase of construction — about 5 years

Completion of a cycling road




BROB LW OEEICENES VFESEDBEUHEEND

.............................................. P TR

Small children are comfortable playing on this playgarden full of greenery
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Covered by a green lawn and surrounded by trees and

refreshing breezes, this playgarden was made to give small
children a safe and secure environment for their first

experience in nature. The sandbox is covered with a lid. When

i is not used, the covered sandbox can be used for relaxation.

Small children can also experience climbing, sliding,

SWiInging, 1111({ blll’l’O\\'Iﬂg.



NS FRDB R, Playgarden Equipment for Smaller Children

SeDEDENME/ Sandbox with a Lid
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Playing, learning, and living with trees at Omori Minori Kindergarten
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Need for Playgarden Design

Aneby proposes comfortable playgarden designs that fully utilize the natural environment.

In Germany and other countries in norchern Europe, many
kindergartens do not have buildings. These are called forest
kindergartens. The concept is that experiences in early
childhood are very important for future growth. Children's
experiences at nursery schools and kindergarrens have a
significant influence on their development. If they are
surrounded by a wealch of nature, they can accumulate
experience that is desirable for the nurturing of creativiry.
However, due to the unsctable weather and population
concentration in urban areas, it is difficult to find forests like
those that are in northern Europe near nursery schools and
kindergartens in Japan. Fortunately, many Japanese schools
have a playgarden, and we thought it would be possible to
provide the desirable environment for children with
playgarden design.

We believe our mission is to design playgardens suicable for the
environment of individual schools to nurture fitness and
sensibiliry.

Extract from the Approaches to Kindergarten
Design and Specifications

We should think of a kindergarten playground as a

**snip***) It is a place to

classroom without a roof. (
experience and learn where children develop the basic life
habits, knowledge and abilities that they need for healthy
growth. In other words, it is the place to experience
education regarding health, society, nature, language, music
and rhythm, and painting. With this in mind, there should
be no differences among playground, classroom, and gym.

(I1I. Playground Design, 1. Characteristics of Playground,

2. Playgrounds at Kindergartens)

Space for fixed equipment such as swings and slides, places
for trees and plants, and flat square spaces are essential for
kindergarten playgrounds. These must also be designed for
consistency from the viewpoint of children's activities,
teaching, and management. In other words, it is desirable
that a kindergarten playground consist of three different
areas: a play area with fixed equipment, a flat area, and an
area that is natural, like a forest, hill or river. In other
words, places for equipment, places to play with friends,
and places to play with nature.

(III. Playground Design, 2. Playground Designing, 1.
Factors that Determine Designs, B. Forms)

Source: Approaches to Kindergarten Design and
Specifications. Edited by Japan Kindergarten Facility
Council. 1957. P.22-30.

Provided by AOKI Early-childhood Education Research
(AEER)

Designing playgardens where children can develop
physical fitness and motivation

The basis of the physical fitness and motivation that each child
needs for the future is developed during childhood. Preparing
a playgarden environment where children can enjoy play
utilizing cheir entire body and build the habit of trying until
their goal is achieved is the responsibility of adulrs. We should
blend nature with a well-designed playgarden to increase the
value of their activiries.

Playgarden equipment that promotes mutual learning

Most nursery schools and kindergartens provide group
education. Teachers give instrucrions to children, which is
insufficient to develop children's motivation to try challenging
tasks, to increase their courage to fight against bullying and
unfairness, and to develop leadership skills.

These abilities are usually nurtured while children play freely
among cheir peers. It is essential, therefore, to have playgarden
equipment that encourages children to try, compete, and
cooperate with friends.

Designing a playgarden that nurtures sensibility

The essential ability of Japanese children is thought to be
sensibility that leads to creativity. In Sweden, preschools are
called daycime homes. Homes consist of buildings and
gardens, and they think that gardens are essential to
developing mental strength and sensibility. It is desirable to
design beautiful playgardens fully utilizing nature and
equipment that develop imagination and creativity.

HAGS ==

*"Hags takes play seriously” is the guiding principle for this Swedish
company. Founded in 1948, the practicality and durability of HAGS
playground equipment has helped it grow into a company that exports to
70 countries in Europe and other spots around the globe Specifications
for the materials used in every piece of playground equipment demand
the highest standards, and individual parts can be combined freely for
different purposes. The parts can be adjusted to accommodate
conditions, and extension and alteration are always possible To create
the circumstances that allow children to play as naturally as if were in
nature and encourage them to try new skills, HAGS continues to insist on
the highest standards as it develops prototypes to ensure improvements
that realize safe and secure functions



Five Basic Principles of Playgarden Development

1.Safety

It is essential to consider safety, which ensures an environment
in which children can concentrate on activities. Aneby
conforms to EN-1176 and 1177, the European safety standards
for playgarden equipment. These standards have a long history
and have achieved good results. In accordance with Accident
Analysis Stage (See page 168), we eliminate hazards from the
playgarden environment by designing a structure and
environment that prevent accidents while encouraging children
to explore new challenges.

2.Functionality

Safe playgarden equipment does not always mean good
playgarden equipment. Equipment supports growth, so it
should include the function of improving physical
development. In addition to safety, therefore, it is very
important to confirm that the equipment is attractive enough
to encourage children to try, that it is sufficiencly durable for
repeated daily use, and that it can be extended through
additions.

3.Design & Creativity

It is equally important that the equipment's scructure and
location make it easy for children to imagine stories, and that
its design promotes the development of creativity. It is also
important that the equipment is in harmony with the
surrounding natural environment. What adults chink is
beautiful, children also think is beautiful.

4.Quality

Activities create the culture of the school and the playgarden
provides the space to learn. Therefore, it is important that the
playgarden has appropriate materials and textures. It is also
important that the playgarden equipment conforms to ISO
9001, is easy to maintain and that parts are easily replaceable
when worn or broken.

5.Environmental adaptability

We ensure that equipment materials are free of substances that may
be harmful if touched or ingested. We also confirm that the
materials do not produce hazardous substances in the event of flood

or fire, and that they are environmentally [riendly.

Seven Elements Required for Playgarden Development

To ensure that the attractiveness of the playgarden is sufficient
to motivate children to explore new challenges, the following
seven elements are essential:

1.Imitability
Enabling children to join in play by allowing them to imitate
what others do.

2.Contingency
Enabling a varicty of new movements and the pleasure of
discovering new things.

3.Competitiveness
Enabling children to make and follow rules, and enjoy the
process of reaching goals.

4. Risk
Enabling challenging acrivities and the pleasure of achievement.

5.Privacy & Singularity
Enabling space for children to be alone or with friends without
direct supervision.

6.Circularity & Repeatability
Enabling routes and mechanisms that allow children to repeat
what they enjoy.

7.Dizziness & Fascination
Has an element to temporarily numb the senses.

As travelers in the world, a good start from a playgarden
makes the journey more fulfilling.

The months and days are the wayfarers of a hundred generations, and the years that come

and go are also travelers. (translated by Hiroaki Sato)

In the Edo Period (1603-1868) when Genroku Culture Hourished, the Japanese poet Matsuo
Basho (1644-1694) wrote this in the introduction to his Oku no Hosomichi (The Narrow
Road to the Deep North). He said, "Our life is like a journey in this cempestuous period. If
we think our individual lifc is a moment of the long history of humanity, we can feel calm
and peaceful.” This was quoted {rom a poem written by Li Bai (701-762) in the Tang

dynasty period in China.

If we apply this poem 1o the modern world, travelers include vessel and aircralt crews,
people traveling around the world for business or pleasure, and cveryone else who lives on

this earth.

For this reason, we need 1o seriously consider the future of the earth, follow the Paris
Agreement adopted by the 21st session of the conference of the Parties (COP 21) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and nurture the spirit of love

for the earth by stopping our destruction of the environment.

Meanwhile, based on progress in the study of the brain supported by the development of
artificial intelligence (AT), it is understood that excercise utilizing our five sense are most
important for the intellectual development. Having a playgarden surrounded by nature,

including animals, insects and plants, is desirable for developing the five senses.

In other words, a desirable playgarden has an ever-changing environment of weather,
temperature, animals, and plants that is a space where children can play peacefully with

nacure.

Playgarden equipment with some height differences promotes a wide range of movements
that help children to naturally recognize that gravity may cause risk. This enables them w0
avoid serious accidents and nurtures their physical strength through active play.

To guarantee such an environment in which children can starc their life leads to the

happiness of all those living and traveling on the earth.

January 2018
Shigeharu Kumao
President, ANFBY CO., LTD.
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